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Description:

Situated on the 75 acre Henry J. Wheeler farm is an adobe and brick home
and several outbuildings, all constructed in 1898, There is, in addition
to the home, a granary, ice house, chicken house, wood house and work shed,
(A barn, also built in 1898, butned down in 1973,) Together, this complex
of buildings, along with the fences, trees, stream, ice ponds, roads, etc..
constitutes one of the few complete and operating historic farmsteads in the
ocounty.

The House-—

Built upon a granite foundation, the interior walls were made of adobe.
much of which was taken from a previous residence, while the exterior walls
were of ochre brick, later painted white. There were eleven rooms in the
house. The bottam floor had a pantry, kitchen-dining area. formal dining
room, bathroom with walk-in closets, living room, parlor, large staircase
and hall. Upstairs were four bedrooms with walk--in closets and one large
central storage closet.

The interior was distinguished by its fine fireplaces high ceilings.
cherry and oak woodworking and beautiful staircase.

Changes made by the Madsen family included painting the fireplaces and
staircase, combining the pantry and kitchen, dividing the living room and
parlor and installing a central heating system.

The Wheeler home is modestly Victorian in style, The building is roughly
"1," shaped and has an entry tower at the nexus of the 'L, 'The tower has
a steep hipped roof, while the main roof is gabled, An extensive porch covers
the main entxy into the tower while a smaller porch extends out from a side
entry. A one-story hip roofed addition is situated at the rear of the home,

Decorative features include shingle siding and solid bargeboards with
a wood~carved fan motif on the upper ends of the main gable. The second gable
end is half octagonal and is covered with a hipped extension of the gabled
roof. All window bays are square with 1/1 double hung sash windows. Painted
white, the home is unpretentious hut quietly stately.

The granary, wood house and work shed are adobe structures while the
ice house and chicken house are wood.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Henry J. Wheeler farm is one of the few remaining turn-of--the-Century
farmsteds in the Salt Lake Valley that has not been lost to the expanding
housing developments of metropolitan Salt Lake City,

The farm was established by Henry J. “Wheeler, the third son of English
converts who journied to Utah in 1852 as converts to the ormon Church.
Born February 18, 1866, Henry grew up on his father's farm in the Souath
Cottonwood area, In 1886, at the age of twenty, he married Sariah Pixton
and established his own farm in the vicinity of his father’'s farm, The
present brick home and several outbuildings were constructed in 1898 by
5id Gills and lHans Yorgensen, A Mr, Hayes, employed by the Sugar louse
Lurber Company, was the carpenter for the interior woodwork, The home.
according to the 1902 publication, Biographical Record of Salt Lake Cl‘tv’
and Vicinity, “...was planned by Mrs, Wheeler and reflects great credit
upon her knowledge of architecture, as it is not only homelike and convenient.
but one of the prettiest little farm houses to be found in the county.

The seventy-five acre farm is now owned by the Salt Lake County
Recreation Department, who plan to develop the site as an early 1900
farmsted as a recreational and educational center for Salt Lake Valley's
school children.

The farm, with its home, outbuildings, corrals. fields. wooded areas
and stream, remains as the best preserved example of an 18901910 farmsted
in Utah's most populated county,
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